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20 July 2011             ASX ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
 

DNA Vaccine Developer Coridon in US Collaboration 
 

- Professor Ian Frazer leading Coridon program 

- Allied Healthcare Group (AHZ) major shareholder in Coridon 
 

Brisbane, Australia, 20 July 2011:  DNA vaccine development company Coridon Pty Ltd. today 

announced that it has entered into a research collaboration agreement with The Ohio State 

University to progress its Epstein Barr Virus (EBV) project. 

 

Coridon is developing DNA vaccines for the prevention and treatment of a range of infectious 

diseases and cancers in humans, utilising the company’s patented technology. Coridon’s DNA 

vaccine technologies differ from conventional vaccines in that they offer both preventative and 

therapeutic value.  

 

Coridon was founded by Professor Ian Frazer to commercialise his work in developing next 

generation DNA vaccines. Professor Frazer’s work at Coridon follows the success of his cervical 

cancer vaccine Gardasil. Major shareholder in Coridon, Allied Healthcare Group (ASX: AHZ) is 

working with Professor Frazer to assist in the commercialisation of his work. 

 

The company has recently started development of a preventative and therapeutic vaccine for EBV. 

EBV is the cause of infectious mononucleosis (glandular fever) in young adults and is linked with 

Burkitt’s lymphoma, nasopharyngeal carcinoma, Hodgkin’s disease, non-Hodgkin’s lymphomas 

and lymphoproliferative diseases in the immune suppressed.  

 

Coridon’s EBV vaccine has been designed to prevent lymphomas. Having successfully completed 

immunogenicity studies, Coridon will now collaborate with  Michael A. Caligiuri, MD, Director of 

The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center and CEO of The James Cancer Hospital 

and Solove Research Institute and Robert Baiocchi, MD, PhD, principal investigator and member 

of the Viral Oncology Program at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center to test 

the EBV vaccine for prevention of lymphoproliferative disease in a pre-clinical model they have 

established. 

 

Neil Finlayson, Coridon CEO said: “This collaboration is based on the use of our unique patented 

optimisation technology. This technology is being applied to the development of DNA vaccines for 

a range of infectious diseases and cancer. We are very fortunate to be able to work with global 

leaders on this project and will look at expanding our collaboration as appropriate.”   

 

Lee Rodne, MD of Allied Healthcare Group said: “The work that Coridon and Ian Frazer are 

currently doing clearly has the potential to be globally significant. DNA vaccines offer real hope to 

combat some of the most common diseases. The EBV project is part of developing Coridon’s 

technology to treat a wide range of cancers and disease.” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coridon’s technology has been developed to stimulate not only a strong antibody response but 

also a robust cellular immune response and is particularly suited to the development of 

therapeutic vaccines. 

 

Coridon is also working with the University of Washington on the Company’s Herpes Simplex 

Virus 2 (HSV-2) vaccine. Coridon plans to start Phase I human trials of the vaccine in 2012. 
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About Coridon  
Coridon was founded in 2000 by the founder inventor Prof Ian Frazer as a private unlisted company, to develop and 
commercialise patented technology for improving immune responses to DNA vaccines licensed by UniQuest Pty Ltd and 
developed at the University of Queensland.  The company has laboratories within the research facility at the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane.  The company’s overall objective is to utilise its unique optimisation technology to 
produce prophylactic and/or therapeutic DNA vaccines for a range of infectious diseases and cancers in humans. Product 
development is currently focused on herpesvirus vaccines. 
 
About Allied Healthcare Group 
Allied Healthcare Group (ASX:AHZ) is a diversified healthcare company focused on investing in and developing next 
generation technologies with world class partners, acquiring strategic assets to grow its product and service offerings 
and expanding revenues from its existing profitable medical sales and distribution business.  The Company has assets 
from Research & Development through Clinical development as well as Sales, Marketing and Distribution.  Allied 
Healthcare Group is in the process of commercialising its innovative tissue engineering technology for regenerative 
medicine and is a major investor in Brisbane based Coridon Pty Ltd, led by Professor Ian Frazer developing next 

generation vaccines for global markets.  Further information on the Company can be found on 
www.alliedhealthcaregroup.com.au.  

 
About Coridon’s optimised technology  
Coridon has 6 granted US patents protecting its codon optimisation DNA technology, which enhances protein expression 
in the cell or tissue targeted and results in an improved humoral response.  The second component of the technology, 
also patent protected, is to use a mixture of DNAs encoding ubiquitinated and non ubiquitinated proteins. This strategy 
enhances the degradation of the protein and optimises T cell responses, while preserving structural epitopes necessary 
for B cells responses, resulting in vaccines with prophylactic and therapeutic potential. 
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